
 

Storytelling – Book Recommendations 
 

Talk Like TED: The 9 Public-Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top Minds – 
Carmine Gallo 

• Breaks down how TED speakers use storytelling to captivate audiences. 
• Focuses on emotion, authenticity, and simplicity in storytelling. 
• Great for nonprofit leaders who speak at events, pitch donors, or lead teams. 

 

Story Dash: Find, Develop, & Activate Your Most Valuable Business Stories – 
David Hutchens 

• Focuses on finding and organizing real-life stories within your organization. 
• Great for team alignment, culture building, and leadership storytelling. 
• Provides practical exercises to make storytelling a habit. 

 

Building a StoryBrand – Donald Miller 

• Provides a clear, structured approach to crafting a compelling message. 
• Uses the Hero’s Journey framework to clarify how your nonprofit serves its 

audience. 
• Essential for donor engagement, branding, and fundraising storytelling. 

 

Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die – Chip Heath & Dan 
Heath 

• Explores the science behind why some stories resonate while others are 
forgotten. 

• Introduces the SUCCESS framework (Simple, Unexpected, Concrete, Credible, 
Emotional, Story-driven). 

• Essential for crafting impactful, memorable nonprofit stories. 

 



 

The Storytelling Non-Profit: A Practical Guide to Telling Stories that Raise 
Money and Awareness – Vanessa Chase Lockshin 

• Specifically written for nonprofit leaders and fundraisers. 
• Shows how to use storytelling for donor relations, grant writing, and marketing. 
• OJers step-by-step exercises for developing and sharing nonprofit impact stories. 

 

The Story Factor: Inspiration, Influence, and Persuasion Through the Art of 
Storytelling – Annette Simmons 

• Focuses on storytelling as a leadership and persuasion tool. 
• Shows how to craft stories that build trust and inspire action. 
• Helps leaders use personal and organizational stories to connect with 

audiences. 

 

Long Story Short: The Only Storytelling Guide You’ll Ever Need – Margot 
Leitman 

• A fun, engaging book that teaches how to find and tell authentic, personal stories. 
• Helps leaders become confident, engaging storytellers. 
• Especially useful for public speaking, donor presentations, and community 

storytelling. 

 


