


Younger Seniors

Nope, not the ones in high school…



Our Story

Catholic Charities of  the Texas Panhandle enjoys a rich history of  
promoting the common good for those most in need of  help. 

Bishop Rudolph A. Gerken, the first Bishop of  the Catholic Diocese 
of  Amarillo, established the agency on Aug. 15, 1932, as Catholic 
Charities of  the Diocese of  Amarillo. 

Catholic Charities partnered with the Amarillo Community Chest in 
the mid-‘30s Dust Bowl era to provide food and clothing in a city of  
50,000. 

As Amarillo has grown and matured, so has the agency.



In 2016, the InterFaith Hunger Project moved
 

from the Guyon Saunders Resource Center
 

to a new location on Duniven Circle.





This allowed us to:

• Secure and store more shelf-stable food

• Procure more refrigerator and freezers, 

• Expand protein and frozen goods options

• Expand and improve delivery to homebound clients

• Allow more people to “shop” for food

• Enroll more people into our program
      



Catholic Charities Hunger 
Project

Duplicated 
total

Average 
per 

month

Jul-16 Aug-16 Sep-16 Oct-16 Nov-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 Feb-16 Mar-16 Apr-16 May-16 Jun-16

# of 
clients 
served

449 537 575 565 602 599 560 626 616 617 653 633 7,032 586



Two new major shifts

PANDEMIC

NEW LOCATION



PANDEMIC





NEW LOCATION



1900 N Spring Street
Amarillo, TX 79107

Opened to curbside service only
in January 2021



25,000



Senior Food Security Forum
August 4 & 5, 2022
Individuals and organizations working to address hunger and food insecurity for older 
adults living in the Texas Panhandle will come together to learn more about the state of 
senior hunger in the Panhandle, hear what others are doing to address the issue, and 
brainstorm concrete ways to address the issue for older adults.  

The Mary E. Bivins Foundation has allocated at least $250,000 to invest in the ideas that 
are brought up at the Senior Food Security Forum that will impact food security for older 
adults living in the Texas Panhandle.

        



Dr Craig Gundersen shared a slide:

From 2001 through 2019, the Food Insecurity rate

For people 50-59 years old

Is consistently higher than that

For older seniors



 August 9, 2022 

Funding Available for Senior Citizens Programs 

AMARILLO – Programs and organizations helping Amarillo senior citizens are invited to apply for funding through the 
City of Amarillo (COA) Parks and Recreation Department (PARD). 

Amarillo City Council designated $600,000 in funds from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) for eligible services and 
programs serving senior citizens within the Amarillo community. 



In August 2022, we moved away from curbside food 
delivery back into our client-choice, in store model.

We also reinstated our eligibility parameters, 
either low-income disabled (any age) or 55 and up

In January 2023, we changed from 55 and up 
to 50 and up



Current stats
We currently serve 392 households that have someone between the ages of  50-55 

years old in them.

The total number of  individuals in those households is 733.

Of  those 733 individuals: 

 445 are between the ages of  50-55
 243 are under the age of  50

 42 households have someone older than 55(45 individuals)

We contend that many of  those 42 households would not have come in 
if  there hadn’t been someone between the ages of  50-55 living in the house 

that took the initiative to come in the first time.
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